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Hattie’s (2003) synthesis of research states that teacher 
quality is the greatest influence on student achievement 
rather than class composition and numbers. 

Multi-age classes are made up of students drawn from 
different year levels. They may be established because of 
the uneven pattern of enrolment in the school, because of 
the small size of the school or where it is considered that 
mixing students of different ages is academically and socially 
advantageous.  

These multi-age classes are often designed to match the 
organisation of the syllabus, which is based on ‘stages’ 
running over two years.

Research about multi-age classes 

Three findings stand out in the research:

• Class organisation “...will not determine either
educational advantage or disadvantage...” 
(NSW DET 1997).

• The most important factors in determining student
success are the quality of the teacher and his or her
teaching.

• Multi-age classes may benefit students both socially
and emotionally.

The number of multi-age classes and children in these 
classes in each NSW public primary and infants school 
can be accessed on the NSW Education Datahub. Note: 
datasets relating to students in support classes, or schools 
without multi-age classes are not currently available.

NSW students are performing at a high level 

NSW consistently performs above the national average in 
NAPLAN testing. In 2017: 

• the proportion of NSW students performing at or
above the national minimum standard for Reading and
Numeracy was above the national average in all four
testing years.

• NSW is mostly ranked in the top three jurisdictions,
along with ACT and Victoria, on the proportion of
students at or above minimum standard and the
proportion of students achieving results in the top two
bands for NAPLAN performance.

More information
Visit data.cese.nsw.gov.au to download datasets on multi-
age classes.

NSW Department of Education education.nsw.gov.au

http://data.cese.nsw.gov.au 



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Multi-age or composite classes 2015-2018_FACT SHEET_DN_FIN.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Deborah Nash


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
