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FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
Violence on school grounds – the 
facts by Dr Don Weatherburn, 
Director of NSW Bureau of Crime 
Statistics and Research. 
  
Research available on the NSW 
Bureau of Crime Statistics and 
Research website: 
 
Assaults on schools 
premises in NSW , 2005 - 
2009 
 
School violence and its 
antecedents (2005) 
 
 

Incident reporting in schools – Term 3, 2012 
 

How schools manage the safety and security of its students and staff. 
 
Our schools are among the safest 
places in our community for children 
and young people. However, from 
time to time, incidents do affect 
schools just as they affect 
communities and society as a whole. 

 
Following such an incident, the 
principal notifies the department’s 
School Safety and Response Hotline 
so support and advice can be 
provided to assist the school with the 
management of the incident. If the 
principal believes the incident may 
involve a criminal offence they are 
required to also notify the NSW 
Police. 

 
The School Safety and Response 
Unit Hotline is available to assist 
principals 24 hours a day, seven days 

a week. Senior police and education  
officers in the unit can provide 
immediate support and  
advice on the management of any 
school-related incident involving 
violence, weapons, illegal  
drugs or other criminal activity. 
 
Through the NSW Department of 
Education and Communities’ 
commitment to improving 
transparency and ease of access to 
information, the reports are being 
made available to the public. In doing 
so, the department is committed to 
the welfare of students and staff in 
NSW public schools. As such, 
references have been removed 
which could expose a person to a 
risk of harm or which reveals the 
identities, or the personal/health 
information of students, school staff 

and community members. 
Information that may prejudice an 
investigation has also been removed. 
 
The reports are released with a one 
term delay. Publishing these reports 
informs the community about 
significant incidents in public schools 
and how the department supports 
schools through incidents while still 
protecting students and staff. 

 
The vast majority of schools, more 
than 90 per cent, did not need to 
report a single incident in Term 3, 
2012. Seven per cent of schools 
reported only one incident. 
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